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HE Reſolutions of Mr. Wan e 
lately diſperſed in the ſeveral Common- rooms, ſome 
Members of Convocation think they have an un- 
doubted right (if it be not their indiſpenſible duty) to lay before 
their brethren their ſentiments on a matter of the utmoſt con- 
ſequence to the Univerſity, and which appears to them not to 
have been fo duly conſidered, as — Cs 
be, before it's final eſtabliſhment. 


In the firſt place they are not a little furprized, that fo 
ſhort a time is allowed the Members of Convocation to conſider 


and conſult about Mr. Viner's Benefaction. Three or four days . 


will ſcarcely be thought ſufficient for a matter of ſuch impor- 


for the future, Ten Days publick notice ſhall always be given, 
for any election or other matter relating to Mr. Viner's Bene- 
faction. And can any one think that the firſt eſtabliſhment 
of a Body of Statutes, by which the whole foundation is to be 
for ever governed, is not of much more importance than any 
ſubſequent buſineſs can be? And if fo, ſurely it will be thought 
reaſonable that as much time, at leaſt, ſhould be allowed for 
the conſideration of theſe Statutes, as for the election of a 
Scholar. 


Wen there no other objection, this reaſon only appears 
to the writers of theſe papers fully ſufficient for their refuſing 
to agree to the Reſolutions of the Delegacy. And they cannot 
help expreſſing their ſurprize, that ſome profeſſed zealous ad- 
vocates for the rights and priviledges of Convocation, who were 


| tance, when it is expreſsly provided by the 2 iſt Reſolution, that 


L 2 ] 
members of this Delegacy, ſhould think they treated that ve- 
nerable body with proper reſpect, by allowing ſcarcely time for 
every Member of the Houſe to read over, much yo 
conſider, the Reſolutions they are to approve. 


Is the next place, they muſt take leave to obſerve, that the 
ſalary directed for the Profeſſor, ſeems, according to the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the revenues of Mr. Viner's Benefaction, rather 
unreaſonable. Eight thouſand pounds in the Publick Funds 
will produce only 240 l. per annum, and when realized will be 
probably leſs ; which with 91. for cottages, amounts at preſent 
to 249]. Out of this no leſs than 200 l. is to be given to the 
Profeſſor. He is indeed defired to allow Mrs. Viner 5ol. for 
her life ; but as ſhe is, we are informed, far advanced in 
years, there is great reaſon to ſuppoſe ſhe will not long enjoy 
her annuity. One might well aſk, Is it reaſonable that one 
ſingle perſon ſhould engroſs almoſt the whole revenue of 
Mr. Viner's Benefaction, which many others were intended to 
partake of? That Mr. Viner deſigned his Profeſſor ſhould have 
a handſome falary is not denied : But the Queſtion is, Whether 
the preſent income will admit, (in reaſon) of ſuch a ſtipend as 
that now ſettled for the Profeſſor, conſiſtently with the whole 
of Mr. Viner's intentions? Were the Profeflorſhip not to 
take place till a few years hence, enough might be ſaved 
out of the intereſt, to complete fully the whole of Mr. Viner's 
defign, in as ample a manner as could be wiſhed. Or if it 
were judged proper to found a Profeſſorſhip at preſent, 1001. 
may perhaps be thought ſufficient for the falary, till more can 
decently be afforded ; eſpecially if the Profeſſor was allowed 
to take the ſame gratuity from his Pupils which is paid 
to the gentleman, who at preſent reads on the Common Law, 
and whoſe lectures have done fo much real credit to himſelf 
and the Univerſity. In the mean time the falary might be en- 
creaſed, as the ſtate of Mr. Viner's effects will allow, juſt as 
by the 14th Reſolution the falaries of Fellows and Scholars 
are directed to be. 


ONE 


LT 

ONE might farther obſerve, that no expreſs proviſion ſeems 
to be made for the reſidence of the Profeſſor, which perhaps 
may be thcught expedient. And there are people who think 
that the diligence of the Profeſſor would be much better and 
more eaſily ſecured, if the office were not made abſolutely for 
life. Were he to be re- elected every five years, his re-election 
would be a thing of courſe, without trouble, if he did his 
duty, and it would afford an eaſy remedy if he did not. Ac- 
cording to the Delegates Reſolutions it may poſſibly be no very 
eaſy matter to prevent the office from becoming in time a kind of 
of fine-cure. mn “.... 


Profeſſor ſhould not be under the fame regulations it is hard 
to fay. 


THe 19th reſolution is in our opinion liable to exception: 
But as it is preſumed that a future Convocation muſt determine 
the point of appropriating Mr. Viner's Fellows and Scholars to 
a particular Houſe, we ſhall only add, that it is ſtrongly our 
be much more uſeful, if they continue at their reſpective Col- 
leges or Halls: And we muſt think that this is at leaſt con- 
ſiſtent with Mr. Viner's Will, who ſeems to have given the 
Members of Convocation a diſcretionary power, merely that 
they might ſettle it in a manner they ſhall think moſt bene- 
ficial to the publick. 


TuksE and ſome other reaſons, which we have not time 
to infiſt on fully, have made many Members of Convocation 
moſt heartily wiſh that this matter may be re-committed, and 
that the whole may be reconfidered, without any prejudice 
ariſing either from friendſhip or pique to any particular perſon. 
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